Photographic Group Programme for April 16
How to critique a photograph – Tony Smith

Guidelines used when judging photographs
Photographs ‘in need of improvement’ - Group discussion
Please send me one or two (no more) of your photographs that have failed to live up to your expectations. This may be due to technical or other reasons, such as lack of compositional strength. We will, as a group, try to identify the shortcomings of these images and explore how they might have been or can still be improved. Don’t be shy to show us your ‘failures’ – all skills are built on trial and error. The more we try, the better we get!
Introduction to composition – Tony Smith
However technically perfect an image may be, if the composition is weak it will not hold the attention of a viewer. Although there are no hard-and-fast rules in composition, well-established guidelines exist and are well worth studying. Familiarity with these guidelines will help you develop your visual awareness and strengthen your compositional skills. We will be returning to this topic on a regular basis.
Q&A Session (about 15 minutes)
We all have to deal with technical issues as we progress as photographers – it’s all part of the learning curve! Some may be trivial and easily solved but other may be complex and require some in-depth study. I think it would seem a good idea if we set aside a short period (say 15 minutes) during each meeting to discuss the particular problems that members have incurred in their photographic efforts. It would be a great advantage to me if I had prior notice of these technical problems. Consequently, in order to progress this initiative, please email me a brief note on one or two (at the most) specific problems you have encountered. This will give me time to think about them and seek, if possible, an answer. Eventually, if the demand is there, we could set up a Members Forum on our web site. This would  be accessible using a password. In this way members of the group could all participate in the Q&A process. 
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